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~SEHAIY ny 
ASSEMBLY ROUND-UP © 


Continued from last week. 


Ministers urged by Ministerial Relations head to use other than 
quantitative evaluations of their success. . . . SEA Department 
being realigned. . . . Presbyterian Churches praised for Boy 
Scout support... . Committee of 24 to study capital funds needs 
for 1961 report... . “Message to the Nation” to be distributed. 
. . . Directory for Worship approved. . . . Comity arrangement 
on pensions approved with U.S. Church. . . . Congregation-type 
homes for retired persons to be built. . . . Unique opportunity 
stressed in Ethiopia. . . . Study of Brief Statement is continued. 
. . . Conference by officials with Mexican Church leaders au- 
thorized. . . . Needs of inner city are stressed. .. . COEMAR 
head sees losing race by Christians at present rate of growth. ... 
Urgency of African opportunity is headlined. . .. Men’s program 
to be studied. . . . Possible shorter Assembly schedule will be 
sought. . . . Pastors’ salaries to be studied by General Council. 
. . . Theological education (and colleges) financial needs are 
faced. .. . Major report on “The Relation of Christian Faith to 
Health” is adopted. .. . Approved SEA actions ask special study 
of national purpose, government influence on South African 
problems; commend technical and economic aid, continued work 
and prayer for peace. Race relations section hits discrimination 
in public accommodations, while supporting: student demon- 
strations, efforts to extend voting rights, consideration of min- 
isters without regard to race, enlarged job opportunities for non- 
white youth. Voluntary compliance in school desegregation is 
praised, while “token” steps fall short of ethical demands. . 

Special committee will study 11 problems in church-state area. 
. . . Candidate’s position on all issues should be examined; reli- 
gious affiliation no sole bar to his support. . . . Plans of National 
Church in Washington are questioned (no plan is yet approved) . 











Intercepted Correspondence 





Reply to Jackson, Miss., Session 


Letters to the Editors 


Students Praised 








Columbia Says “No Strings” 


NOTE—The March 28 OvuTLook reported 
the action of the session of the First 
church, Jackson, Miss., here discussed and 
answered by the trustees of Columbia 
Seminary.—Eds. 


COLUMBIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Decatur, Georgia 
May 13, 1960 
The Session 
First Presbyterian Church 
Jackson, Mississippi 
Brethren: 

The Board of Directors of Columbia 
Theological Seminary has received and 
examined the printed statement concern- 
ing this institution which was adopted by 
you on March 6, 1960, and distributed to 
your congregation on the following Sun- 
day. In this document are matters which 
cause us such concern that we feel it 
necessary to make an official reply. 

Yours is one of several hundred churches 
in the five controlling synods recently 
asked to support Columbia Theological 
Seminary in its Expansion Program. We 
do not for a moment question the right 
of your church to answer that request in 
the negative, or to contribute in such 
amount as you deem appropriate. We do 
earnestly protest, however, that it was 
neither right nor necessary for you to 
take and publicize an action which casts 
aspersions upon the good name of an 
honored institution of the church and 
upon the reputation of faithful ministers 
of Christ who teach in it. It seems clear 
to us that you not only have passed judg- 
ment upon the seminary faculty but also 
in a real sense have reflected upon the in- 
tegrity of this Board and the five synods 
who appoint its members. 

No session of any church has ever been 
given authority to state whether ordained 
ministers of the gospel are out of accord 
with the standards of our church. This 
you have done, even without your mem- 
bers ever having met some of the persons 
upon whom you pass judgment. Moreover, 
in making general accusations against 
some unnamed members of our faculty, 
you throw suspicion upon the entire 
group. To have this happen at the hands 
of a responsible session representing a 
great congregation is something entirely 
new in our experience. 

As directors of Columbia Theological 
Seminary we categorically reject the clear 
implication of your paper that this insti- 
tution is teaching a lower view of in- 
spiration than the Bible asserts for itself. 
We declare our confidence in the members 
of the seminary faculty, being convinced 
that they are not only competent in their 
several fields but also loyal to their or- 
dination vows as ministers of our church 
and to the obligations they have taken as 
teachers in this school. If there are those 
who have facts which lead them to believe 
otherwise, we suggest that there is a prop- 
er procedure clearly set forth in the Book 
of Church Order for dealing with such 
matters. We affirm our conviction that 
charges against ministers of the gospel, 
expressed or implied, should be made in 
no other way. Charges of a serious nature 
are certainly implicit in the statement you 
have made and publicized. 

Columbia Theological Seminary has 
served the church for a long time. We 


make no claim that this is a perfect in- 
stitution, but we are willing to stand on 
its record of training men who are sound 
in the faith, marked by an evangelistic 
zeal and deeply concerned for preaching 
the gospel in the whole world. It is on 
the basis of this record that we are asking 
the support of our five controlling synods. 

We wish that the First Presbyterian 
Church of Jackson could support this in- 
stitution upon the basis of its record, as 
so many equally conservative and in- 
formed congregations are doing. We feel, 
however, that to receive any gift under 
the conditions you impose for the $50,000 
would inevitably place the seminary in a 
false position before the church by im- 
plying acceptance of a judgment made by 
you and categorically rejected by us. 
Therefore, we advise you that Columbia 
Seminary will be unable to accept the 
$50,000 under the conditions outlined in 
your action of March 6. Much as the in- 
stitution needs financial support, we do 
not base our policies upon a desire to 
secure gifts. Nor do we feel it proper for 
the seminary to become directly answer- 
able for its theological position to any 
group except the synods which own and 
control it. 

We shall be grateful if you will convey 
the contents of this communication to 
members of your congregation. Through 
no desire or fault of ours, your statement 
regarding the seminary received publicity 
in both the church and the secular press. 
We are sure that you will understand, 
therefore, the reason for our making this 
reply available also to any who may be 
interested. 

We have spoken here in frankness but 
not without Christian charity toward you 
as individuals and as a session. May God 
richly bless you and your church to the 
furtherance of the gospel and the glory 
of his name. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed for the Board of Directors 
of Columbia Theological Seminary 
and by its order) 

J. McDoweELL RiIcHARDs, President. 


GIVING RECORD IS 
SHOWN THROUGH APRIL 


Four months’ benevolences, through 
April 30, reported by Presbyterian, U.S., 
agencies are as follows: 

ANNUITIES AND RELIEF (Atlanta), $117,- 
629 (Last year, same time: $119,933); 
23.% of the budget (Last year, 23.6%). 

CHRISTIAN Epucation (Richmond), 
$114,999 ($100,658); 12.9% (11.9%). 

Cuurcu Extension (Atlanta), $253,505 
($238,450); 13.9% (13%). 

GENERAL Funp (Atlanta), $174,321 
($169,139); 12.3% (12%). INTERCHURCH 
AGENCIES, $3,857 ($3,868), 16.3% (16%). 

Wortp Missions (Nashville), $1,138,370 
($1,114,716); 25.1% (25%). 





LOST: 3 ZEROS 

Last week our cover summary er- 
roneously reported the UPUSA Gen- 
eral Mission budget approved for 1961 
at only $27,135. Please add three 
zeros. In addition, there is a $15 
million appeal (or see page 4, this 
issue).—Eds. 











New Day at Davidson 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

In 1918-19 I lived on the campus of 
Davidson College for a year, when my 
husband, Robert Whitfield Miles, a grad- 
uate of Davidson, was the first secretary 
of the college YMCA. I am amazed to dis- 
cover how little the religious atmosphere 
of the place has changed, as it is revealed 
today in the present controversy and 
stalemate between students and admin- 
istration over the admission of qualified 
Negro students, and the right of assembly 
in inter-racial groups. 

Because I have been encouraged by the 
strong tide of Christian thinking and 
Christian action on the part of members 
of the student body at Davidson (OvrT- 
LOOK, May 2), and because I deplore the 
lack of confidence in the students on the 
part of the administration, I should like 
to express my admiration for Henry Shue 
and all students who feel and act as he 
does. Their conspicuous courage in an 
uphill fight for freedom to live their Chris- 
tian principles must be commended. I 
feel sure these principles must still be 
taught at Davidson. 

Moreover, I have great respect for the 
men on the Davidson faculty who have 
stood up to be counted in support of the 
students’ position. Now that the students 
have elected Henry Shue president of the 
student body, I feel a new day of vision 
and accomplishment is at hand. 

I like to think my husband, Bob Miles, 
had a part in these matters and I am 
certain he knows and rejoices, as I rejoice 
in this evidence of the true spirit of Christ 
working to good purpose in a group of 
young men who will soon be leaders in the 
Southern states. 


Dororuy M. (Mrs. Robt. W.) MILEs. 


Lexington, Ky. 





IMPORTANT NOTICE 
To Every Subscriber 


Our addressing system is being 
changed. Many errors will be pos- 
sible. If your paper does not reach 
you next week or the next or the 
next, please write us at once. 


—Outlook Publishers. 





SPOTLIGHT 


During the recent political upheaval 
in Korea, HLKY, the radio station of 
the Korean National Christian Council 
and the only independent radio station 
in Seoul, earned high praise from many 
listeners for its straight forward broad- 
casting of the news “as it happened.” 
While the Korean government network 
is reported to have followed the “party 
line,” HLKY tried to give facts on the 
critical events as they happened. Re- 
garded as a “Christian” station, it was 
trusted to tell the truth. 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class postage paid at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook Publishers 
Inc., 512 East Main Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except alternate weeks July and August and last week December. Telephone 
MIliton 9-1371; night, ELgin 8-6987. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 


e SOUTHERN Baptists were told at 
their recent Miami Beach convention that 
their eight-year goal of 30,000 new 
churches or missions, now at the halfway 
mark, is lagging, with a present total of 
9,601 in the past four years. ...¢ Ro- 
MAN CATHOLICS in the U. S. A. now 
number 40,871,302 for a year’s increase 
of 1,365,827. Eight archdioceses report 
more than one million Roman Catholics: 
Chicago, Boston, New York, Philadel- 
phia, Newark, Detroit, Los Angeles, San 
Francisco. . .. e UNITARIANS have voted 
725-143 and Universalists 365-65 in 
favor of merging their churches to form 
the Unitarian Universalist Association, 
effective May, 1961. The plan has been 
discussed for more than a century. . . 
e NEGRO AND WHITE state organizations 
of the Ohio Christian (Disciples) 
Churches were merged in a recent Cin- 
cinnati public service of integration. 
There are 100,000 white members and 
15,000 Negroes... . @ THE OKLAHOMA 
Roman Catholic women have strongly 
protested racial segregation in public 
eating places, condemning the “insulting 
policy of cafes and restaurants,” and 
requesting ‘‘each layman to pay the price 
of sacrifice ‘that all may be one.’ ” ; 
e THIRTEEN PROMINENT PROTESTANTS, 
including Presbyterians Ernest Trice 
Thompson (U. S.) and Eugene Carson 
Blake (UPUSA) have joined in a letter 
to Congressional leaders urging action 
before the session ends on legislation to 
ban drinking on the air lines... . e THE 
CouNCIL OF CHURCHES of Greater Hous- 
ton (Texas) has changed its name to 
the Association of Churches of Greater 
Houston. The change was said to em- 
phasize the fact that the organization is 
autonomous, although it is affiliated with 
the National Council of Churches. .. . 
e Hoty Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., center of a congrega- 
tional dispute for ten years over the min- 
istry of William Howard Melish, its 
ousted supply pastor, has been declared 
“extinct” by the denomination’s Long 
Island diocese... . @ A SOUTHERN Bap- 
TIST decision as to whether to relocate 
denominational headquarters now at 
Nashville, Tenn., because of real estate 
tax assessments, has been postponed un- 
til September. . @ Korea’s Acting 
President Chung Huh, converted by Aus- 
tralian Presbyterian missionaries, is a 
member of Methodist Church in Seoul. 











UPUSA G. A.—Cleveland 


ASSEMBLY DAY-BY-DAY REPORT 


THURSDAY, MAY 19 
(Continued from last week) 


Among other fraternal delegates speak- 
ing to the Cleveland Assembly was Dr. 
David Macias, currently moderator of 
the General Assembly of the Presbyte- 
rian Church of Mexico. Dr. Macias is a 
physician, a teacher in the theological 
seminary and a pastor. His interpreter 
was Princton Seminary’s president-emer- 
itus, John A. Mackay. The visit of Dr. 
Macias was considered of particular sig- 
nificance in view of the request of the 
Mexican church to both U. S. and UP- 
USA American Presbyterian bodies that 
it be dealt with on a church-to-church 
basis rather than through the mission. 

The committee dealing with the ques- 
tion of planned parenthood, established 
last year, reported briefly and asked to 
be continued to 1961 to complete its 
work. 


Other Possibilities 


Donald A. Spencer, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
reported as vice-chairman of the commit- 
tee on church union (Harrison Ray An- 
derson, the chairman, is in the Holy 
Land). Dr. Spencer said the committee 
is guarding the door, not to keep it shut 
but to keep it open—particularly in re- 
gard to the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
He urged prayers for unity each day, 
and especially at communion services. 
Further, he suggested, that members will 
do well to share with others evidences of 
the work of the Holy Spirit in the recent 
(U.P.-USA) merger. 

Professor Elwyn A. Smith, Pittsburgh 
Seminary, moved that in view of “the old 
and historic ties which Presbyterians 
have with each of the consituents” of 
the United Church of Christ (formerly 
Evangelical and Reformed and (Congre- 
gational), that inquiries as to the possi- 
bilities of union be made there. This was 
referred for report by the standing com- 
mittee. 

Thursday afternoon and Friday after- 
noon were filled with standing commit- 
tee meetings, with eight church and mis- 
sion seminars for commissioners not on 
standing committees held concurrently in 
Cleveland churches. 

Late Thursday afternoon the modera- 
tor’s reception was held in the auditorium 
of Higbee’s Department Store. 

That evening the Assembly viewed 


“The Mark of the Hawk,” a stirring mo- 
tion picture dealing with critical situa- 
tions in Africa. 


FRIDAY MORNING 

Among the reports received during the 
Friday session was that of the special 
committee on segregated synods and pres- 
byteries, of which the moderator, Dr. 
Turner, is chairman. The report was 
presented by Donald K. Toriumi of Pas- 
adena, Calif. The committee reported 
that the Synods of the West, Canadian, 
and Blue Ridge have merged with the geo- 
graphic synods which they overlapped. 
It pointed to the need for the inclusion 
of the Community Presbyterian Church, 
Alexandria, Va., in the Presbytery of 
Washington City and it spoke of “un- 
resolved problems” related to the Pres- 
bytery of Dakota, which has churches 
geographically located in the Synods of 
South Dakota, North Dakota, Minnesota 
and the Rockies. Conferences are to be 
held with representatives of these groups. 

Presbyterian Life reports a circulation 
of 1,137,000, but with 2,989 congrega- 
tions with 248,000 families where the 
twice-a-month publication is not received. 
In his presentation, Robert J. Cadigan, 
the editor, said, “The editorial policy 
of our church’s magazine is the policy 
of the publisher. The publisher is the 
General Assembly. . . . The editors are 
not independent. They are, however, 
free. They are as free as their employer, 
the General Assembly.” 

William S. Stoddard of Los Angeles 
moved that a speech by J. Howard Pew 
of Philadelphia, dealt with in a May 15 
PL editorial be published by the editors 
in a future issue (OUTLOOK, May 23). 
Dr. Cadigan said the issue involved is 
not simple. Mr. Pew had requested pub- 
lication of his speech and had offered to 
buy the space for it, but the editors said 
the publication does not sell space for 
opinion advertising. However, he said, 
lest Mr. Stoddard or any other conscien- 
tious churchman think we were unfair, 
we are planning to print the speech in 
some issue this summer. The motion was 
withdrawn. 

Dr. Blake, the stated clerk, then de- 
clared, “This General Assembly is best 
served if it lets the editor edit Presbyte- 
rian Life.” He said previous requests 
have been made on the floor of the Gen- 








eral Assembly for various editorial em- 
phases. 

Arthur L. Miller, the retiring modera- 
tor, gave a partial report for the General 
Council, with memorials to three As- 
sembly moderators whose death occurred 
during the past year: William Lindsay 
Young, Charles F. Wishart, Charles R. 
Erdman. 

The Assembly approved a General 
Council recommendation that ordained 
ministers of other denominations with 
whom the Assembly “is in correspond- 
ence shall be allowed to participate in 
the service of ordination of a candidate 
to the ministry and in the laying on of 
hands by the vote of the members of the 
presbytery ordaining said candidate.” 

The Board of Christian Education is 
to continue plans looking toward the in- 
crease of in-service training for pastors, 
working with seminaries and other agen- 
ices. 


Per Diem Allowance 

When Paul D. McKelvey of Los An- 
geles reported on the per diem allowance 
of $11.75 provided commissioners for 
their daily expenses, he was asked what 
this included. He explained the General 
Council’s estimate of $6.75 for a room 
(shared with another), one dollar for 
breakfast, $1.25 for lunch, $2.75 for din- 
ner. 

He was asked by Raymond H. Case, 
Smithtown, N. Y., if members of the 
General Council attending the General 
Assembly have their full expenses paid. 
When he was told that they do he in- 
sisted that they should be on an equality 
with General Assembly commissioners. 
Mr. McKelvey replied that expense ac- 
counts turned in by such members aver- 
age less than the per diem allowance. 

One of the features of the Assembly 
has come to be the presentation of the 
resettlement program, of which Miss Mar- 
garet Gillespie is executive secretary. 
The Edmond Noell family with four chil- 
dren, from Dutch Indonesia, came from 
Maumee, Ohio, to represent the 15,496 
persons who have been resettled under 
UPUSA sponsorship. 

Friday evening’s popular meeting fea- 
tured “The Church and Older Persons,” 
with a highly effective dramatization 
dealing with the church in its ministry 
to older persons presented by three mem- 
bers of the Cleveland Playhouse group. 


SATURDAY 

The radio and television emphasis was 
marked by an address by Thomas C. Bos- 
tic, mayor of Yakima, Wash., and a 
member of the church’s Radio-TV De- 
partment. In dealing with some of the 
ills of the industry, Mr. Bostic said quiz- 
rigging and payola have been stopped. 
Of general good taste in programming, 
as it relates to such subjects as excessive 
violence, moral turpitude and the like, 
some of this is wrong and not all of it 
has been stopped; over-commercialism— 
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“this too, is wrong—and most of it has 
been stopped.” He went on: 

“A worthy politician makes a good lead- 
er, because he has practiced the art of 
comprehending the people’s views, and 
avoided the treachery of forcing upon 
them his own, which might attract meager 
support. This does not mean that he will 
not try to persuade; it merely means that 
he will not be arbitrary.” 

In dealing with public interest in re- 
gard to broadcasting, Mr. Bostic asked: 

“What is the public interest in this in- 
stance? It’s a combination of two things, 
it seems to me: mostly, and without mys- 
tery, it’s that in which the public is in- 
terested. And partially, of course, it is 
that in which the public should be inter- 
ested.” 

He pointed to the growth in the num- 
ber of symphony orchestras, saying: 

“This growth has taken place since 
radio came into being forty years ago; but 
the new devotees of symphony music have 
been encouraged in that direction because, 
however subtly, they have heard and liked 
the music. Radio, I firmly believe, had 
much to do with this development. Yet 
millions who now support symphony or- 
chestras did not first turn to radio or 
later to television in search of such music. 
They happened to encounter it when some 
broadcaster offered it in the feeling that 
they should be interested in it.” 

Tribute was paid John S. Bonnell, 
Fifth Avenue church, New York, with a 
plaque presented “for his outstanding 
radio ministry.” It was accepted by S. 
Edwin Fry, an elder of his church, be- 
cause Dr. Bonnell suffered a back in- 
jury from a fall on an icy sidewalk in 
March and he is now confined in a steel 
brace. 

The Assembly stood in silent tribute 
to Alexander Miller, whose death oc- 
curred in Stanford, Calif., May 15. Dr. 
Miller, a widely-known author and 
speaker, was deeply involved in a broad- 
casting ministry. 

For 1961: $42,950,838 

Paul McKelvey presented the General 
Mission budget for 1961 with $27,135,- 
000 for the current operating program 
and additional priorities for unmet needs 
amounting to $15,815,838. 

Elwyn A. Smith, Pittsburgh, Pa., sug- 
gested that with the projected increase in 
cost of operations the budget actually re- 
flected curtailment. Mr. McKelvey said 
that in view of receipts in 1959, what 
is proposed calls for an increase of about 
$1,000,000. 

What was to be a continuing theme 
throughout the Assembly was introduced 
by Harold E. Kurtz, missionary to Ethi- 
opia, who urged some greater provision 
to meet the needs in that land where doors 
are being opened, particularly in view of 
expenditures of men and money being 
made in that country by the Russians. 

John Coventry Smith, secretary of the 
Commission on Ecumenical Mission and 
Relations, said that many of the needs 
in Ethiopia and elsewhere could be met 
if giving increased as little as 8% next 
year. 





When the possibility of a capital funds 
campaign was mentioned, Mr. McKelvey 
reported that such has been under study 
by the General Council, with a report to 
be made later in the Assembly. 

The Assembly had a breathing spell 
from Saturday noon until Monday morn- 
ing, so far as business was concerned, 
with many commissioners watching the 
Cleveland Indians play baseball, others 


UPUSA G. A.—Cleveland : 


Arthur Miller Deals 
With U-2 Incident 


CLEVELAND, O. (RNs)—Arthur L. 
Miller of Denver, Colo. out-going mod- 
erator of the United Presbyterian, USA, 
General Assembly, digressed from his 
prepared sermon to the denomination’s 
172nd Assembly to chide the West and 
the East for the tense world situation 
developing from the break-up of the Big 
Four summit conference in Paris. 

“When all has been said in criticism 
—and it is true of Russia and the Rus- 
sian government and of China and the 
Chinese government—we still know we 
have to say this: ‘I am a sinner in the 
midst of a sinful people,’ ” he declared. 

“In this ominous hour,” he added, “‘to 
a wistful people, perhaps to a frightened 
General Assembly, we need to say: Re- 
member Jesus Christ, who said ‘follow 
me, love me, remember me.’ 

In a direct reference to the U.S. recon- 
naissance plane which was brought down 
by the Communists deep inside Russian 
territory, Dr. Miller quoted an editorial 
in the Wall Street Journal which said: 
“Tt would be harder to explain the un- 
reliability of Washington’s explanations 
than it would be to explain the bad judg- 
ment of sending the plane in.” 

In his prepared sermon the retiring 
moderator said, “One of the greatest 
contributions our church could make in 
our time would be to develop disciplines 
which would be imposed not from some 
superior authority but from the heart— 
self disciplines which would be joyously 
and widely accepted by our United Pres- 
byterian Church.” 

This country, he continued, could be- 
come “a great loving nation led by a 
church where people revealed a love so 
powerful, so all-permeating that the 
whole nation could be swept up in this 
great imperative to love one another. 

“If the church could lead this great 
nation, making it known around the 
world for its love, as Hitler’s Germany 
was known for its hatred, what a trans- 
forming power this would be! 

“Ts there any other purpose worthy of 
a nation that calls itself Christian? Is 
there any other commandment equal to 
this? Is there any other name under 
heaven whereby we may be saved than 
the name of one who said, ‘Love one an- 
other as I have loved you; continue ye 
in my love.’ ” 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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taking sightseeing and other trips. On 
Sunday morning Cleveland and nearby 
congregations heard a large number of 
visiting ministers. That afternoon came 
the annual fellowship meetings and buf- 
fet suppers conducted by the Boards of 
Christian Education and National Mis- 
sions and the Commission on Ecumenical 
Mission and Relations. That evening 
Bishop J. E. Lesslie Newbigin, secretary 
of the International Missionary Council, 
addressed the Assembly. 


MONDAY, MAY 23 


With printed reports of the standing 
committees in hand, the Assembly settled 
down to all-day sessions. A feature of 
Monday morning was the presentation by 
Howard L. Hamilton, executive secretary 
of the Department of Ministerial Rela- 
tions, who spoke on “Career Develop- 
ment by Lateral Movement.” Mr. Ham- 
ilton said, “We have a great group of 
complainers in our church” who are faced 
with frustrations because of money, pres- 
tige, and success. Ministers and laity 
alike, he said, are using quantitative 
evaluations, the size of the salary, the 
plushness of the manse, the fringe bene- 
fits, the size of the membership, the size 
of the church school, the size and newness 
of the building, the size of the budget, 
the number of people in the multiple 
staff. 

“When we examined the causes of frus- 
trations among our ministers we found 
that all of us, ministers and laymen alike, 
have contributed to the establishment of 
this evil because we have accepted the 
American standards of success as a meas- 
uring stick to judge a minister’s work 
and achievement. 

“Movement in a career can be lateral as 
well as vertical and it can also have the 
dimension of depth. Lateral movement is 
also growth if properly measured and 
career development in depth will also be 
achieved if we can establish for ourselves 
an image of the ministry, with an abiding 
faith in ourselves, in our fellowmen, and 
in our God.” 


A California commissioner objected to 
an illustration used in the Hamilton talk 
and said that ministers’ frustrations are 
caused not by success ambitions, but by 
their difficulties in paying their bills on 
the funds received. 


Gill Speaks 


President Theodore A. Gill of San 
Francisco Theological Seminary was fea- 
tured in the Christian Education presen- 
tation in an address from which quota- 
tions will be used in these columns. The 
standing committee asked for some pos- 
sible future arrangement for a pre-As- 
sembly presentation of Christian Educa- 
tion. This aroused some discussion as a 
possible infringement of the emphasis on 
Evangelism. 

An overture from Presbytery of Tulsa 
urged that ministers teaching religion in 
colleges and universities be included in 
the pension plan was answered in the 
negative because, it was said, other teach- 
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ers in other situations would thereby 
suffer an injustice because they are not 
included. 

The Department of Social Education 
and Action is being re-studied with indi- 
cations that its functions will probably 
be redefined and strengthened and that it 
may have a new name. 

Pressures caused by an expanding col- 
lege population were discussed and it 
was declared that for five years the Board 
has been using general funds for its cam- 
pus Christian ministry without any op- 
portunity to expand to meet the increasing 
need. 

Progress was reported by a committee 
studying and preparing a statement on 
“The Church and Higher Education.” 

When a question was raised as to 
whether or not church related colleges are 
getting “‘too big a slice of the Christian 
Eduation budget,’ William A. Morrison, 
general secretary, replied that a careful 
look is being given to the question of 
whether some colleges justify the support 
given them. This matter is also being 
studied with and within some synods, he 
said. 

When efforts were made to have those 
colleges that are supported by the Board 
of National Missions also listed as ap- 
proved colleges by the Board of Christian 
Education, it was pointed out that this 
would introduce confusion because of 
different responsibilities exercised by 
these boards in each case. 

A plaque was presented the Assembly 
by the Boy Scouts of America in recog- 
nition of the 50th anniversary of the or- 
ganization. The Presbyterian Church 


was declared to be the sponsor of more 
Boy Scout units, in proportion, than any 
other church. 

Paul L. Washington, Oklahoma City 
lawyer and president of the National 
Council of United Presbyterian Men, 
spoke for the NCUPM, calling it the 
“Jargest layman’s organization of any 
church in America.” 

Following his presentation, Elwyn A. 
Smith, Pittsburgh, said the NCUPM 
should have something to say about what 
it plans to do in regard to the crisis 
before us (the urgent need for more funds 
for the church’s ministry). We like en- 
tertaining speakers but I think it is high 
time these chapters were directed to some 
constructive efforts. 

Another speaker said that some Pres- 
byterians are concerned about some 
NCUPM speakers and emphases in the 
annual national meetings. 


MONDAY AFTERNOON 


Further reports were heard from the 
Commission on Ecumenical Mission and 
Relations with Raymond V. Kearns, 
chairman, dealing with “relations” 
phases. The Reformed and Presbyterian 
Jubilee is to come to a climax with an 
Act of Worship in the Scottish tradition 
on Sunday, October 30 of this year. Dr. 
Turner, the moderator, or Dr. Blake, as 
alternate, will represent the church offi- 
cially at the 400th annivesary celebra- 
tion of the Church of Scotland Oct. 11- 
32, 

President Ralph Waldo Lloyd of 
Maryville College reported for the World 
Presbyterian Alliance of which he is pres- 
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No Relaxed Christians 


By CHARLES MALIK 


T COULD BE SAID a hundred years 

from now, it might be said in heaven 
right now, that the Christians, whether 
by default or by folly or by sheer stupid- 
ity or because they were comfortable and 
relaxed, lost in the competition for the 
soul of Asia and Africa in the sixties of 
the 20th century. For this is a most 
crucial decade. We can only say with 
Paul, God forbid! But let me tell you, 
there are situations in which the issue 
is very delicately poised. The Christian 
debacle in China is a sober warning. I 
am not thinking of competition between 
political systems. . . . I am thinking of 
competition for the soul and mind of the 
people. I am thinking of whether Chris- 
tians, not governments, can relax if the 
mind of the people is poisoned with re- 
spect to the name of Jesus Christ... . 
Nothing therefore is more necessary than 
to arouse responsible Christians from 





DR. MALIK, Lebanese diptomat, former 
president of the United Nations, teaching 
recently at Dartmouth College, made the ad- 
dress from which these excerpts are taken 
at the Cleveland Assembly. 


their lethargy and slumber into both the 
infinite dangers and the infinite possibili- 
ties of the moment. . . . If we fail Christ 
it cannot be that he failed: we will only 
have proven that we are unprofitable 
servants. ... 

The greatest trial of our faith is we 
ourselves. We are trying God all the 
time. And his long-suffering is simply 
incredible. They talk of proofs for the 
existence of God! We need no proof save 
the simple fact that nobody and nothing 
can stand us; therefore there must be an 
infinite Being who does. We exist; but 
we are impossible; therefore a Being must 
exist to bear our impossibility for us; 
that Being is God. The impossibility of 
man proves not only the possibility but 
the absolute necessity of God. And, what 
is more, our impossibility would have 
remained hidden from us (as theirs is 
hidden from all those who do not know 
him), did he not choose to die, and no- 
where save on the Cross on a hill just 
outside Jerusalem, in order to reveal our 
impossibility to us, and, in freedom, make 
us possible and bring us back to himself. 
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ident. Delegates were elected to the 1961 
meeting of the Third Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches in New Del- 
hi, India, Nov. 18-Dec. 3, 1961. 

Dr. Miller, the retiring moderator, pre- 
sented “A Message to the Nation (Ovut- 
LOOK, May 9), drawn up by a joint com- 
mittee with Presbyterian, U. S., repre- 
sentatives. The commission recommended 
that the committee be continued in order 
to complete its work and that the paper 
be made available to the churches. 

The committee on pensions offered a 
comity agreement established with the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S.; the board is 
to consider an amendment to the pension 
plan which would provide that widows’ 
benefits in cases of marriage in later life 
of a member be limited to those who have 
served with their husbands at least ten 
years; a study of inadequate pensions 
will be made, looking toward the possi- 
bility of greater benefits; a limited num- 
ber of congregation-type homes will be 
built to provide for retired persons; the 
possible extension of the pension plan to 
lay workers will be studied. 

Dr. Miller presented the names of a 
Committee on Capital Needs, as recom- 
mended by the General Council, to re- 
port next year as to a possible program. 
William P. Thompson, Wichita, Kansas, 
is chairman. 

Paul McKelvey spoke in regard to the 
committee, outlining some of the needs 
of the “soaring sixties.” Giving to the 
church, he said, need not come out of our 
monthly income but out of funds which 
people have accumulated. 

Availability of an aid in testing to 
what extent a church may be meeting 
the needs of its community was under- 
scored and leaders were urged to secure 
and use the “Discussion Guide for a 
Church Self-Evaluation of its Ministry 
to its Community.” 


Directory for Worship 

Scott F. Brenner, Carnegie, Pa., pre- 
sented the report on the revised Directory 
for Worship (after an earlier preliminary 
consideration), assisted by Robert H. 
Heinze, secretary. Much of the work on 
this volume has been done in conjunction 
with a Presbyterian, U.S., committee. 
There was no extended discussion of the 
document and not many efforts to amend 
it were made, when the extent of the pos- 
sibilities is considered. One movement 
sought to make references to the Holy 
Spirit more explicit, but the Assembly 
thought this had already been achieved. 
Another effort, successful (406-368), 
took the emphasis off the offering and 
pastoral prayer following the sermon 
(after the custom of Calvin and the Re- 
formers) and made no mention of when 
these might come, in deference to cur- 
rent practices. A paragraph seeking to 
protect the funeral service from the open 
casket was deleted because it was consid- 
ered to direct undue attention to the 
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practice and possibly to defeat the pur- 
pose. Other efforts sought to change the 
substance of the document but this was 
ruled out as beyond the assignment of the 
current effort. The Assembly approved 
the committee’s work, with only slight 
amendments, and submitted it to the 
presbyteries. 

Monday evening was featured by a 
dramatic presentation, “Christ in the 
Concrete City,” by students of the nearby 
College of Wooster. 


TUESDAY, May 24 

Much of the emphasis of the National 
Missions report was directed toward the 
“inner city,” with each judicatory urged 
to form a committee on strategy and to 
provide “substantially greater funds” in 
order to develop ‘“‘a dynamic strategy.” 

Kenneth G. Neigh, general secretary, 
said, “There’s an uneasy spirit in this 
General Assembly but I have an idea 
that it is because the Assembly has caught 
the spirit of the day. . .. The church is 
not on trial; it is we.” 

The report declared, quoting David W. 
Barry: 

“We parcel out our mission funds to pul- 
pits that year after year preach to a faith- 
ful fifty in the midst of masses of untouch- 
ed humanity and have the audacity to say 
we are ‘maintaining a Protestant witness.’ 
The purpose of missions, it seems to me, 
is to win people to Christ. When a man or 
a method does not succeed ... maybe the 


Lord is telling us to try something rad- 
ically different.” 


Radio and television responsibility, 


under this Board, was represented by 
Lawrence W. McMaster, secretary, who 
provided a long-play recording produced 
by Richard Goode, giving highlights of 
the Cleveland Assembly for a subsequent 
nationwide broadcast. It is also offered 
as a record, with the reverse side carry- 
ing the music of the Maryville College 
Choir. ($1.50 from UPUSA Radio & 
TV, Room 1935, 475 Riverside Dr., NYC 
27.) 

The report on evangelism featured a 
talk by Bishop Newbigin, accompanied 
by a wide-ranging set of plants for effec- 
tive witnessing. 

Edward A. Dowey, Jr., Princeton Sem- 
inary professor, reported progress for the 
committee working on a brief statement 
of faith. He described the extensive in- 
vestigations being made, looking toward 
the development of the new statement. 

The General Council’s recommenda- 
tion of a 30¢ per member assessment to 
be collected for Assembly expenses was 
approved. 

Further Ecumenical Relations em- 
phases were given Tuesday afternoon, 
with Dr. Smith telling of the memorial 
chapel to the memory of Charles T. 
Leber, the general secretary whose death 
occurred last summer, to be erected at 
the ecumenical training center at Stony 
Point, N. Y. 

In 25 Countries 
Dr. Smith said the church (UPUSA) 


is at work in 25 countries—these are 
countries where it has been historically 
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Christian Unity 


By J. E. LESSLIE NEWBIGIN 


1. The question of Christian unity is 
not a question of the size or number of 
churches. It is a question of the quality 
of our churchmanship. It is a question 
of recovering the true lineaments of a 
body in which men of every sort and 
kind are baptized by one Spirit into one 
fellowship. . . . The necessary implicate 
of a universal gospel must be a universal 
fellowship. . . . The quest for Christian 
unity is the quest for a church whose 
charity is broad enough to embrace all 
men. . . . Those beloved ecclesiastical 
traditions of ours in their separateness 
hide from men the true lineaments of the 
family of God. We have no right to 
barter for any earthly advantage, but if 
the living Lord bids us lay them at his 
feet in order to give us something greater 
we dare not refuse. 

2. Unity must first of all be something 
local. It is the stuff of our daily life 
in the place where we live. The most 
impressive and inclusive structures of 
BISHOP NEWBIGIN of the Church of South 
India is general secretary of the International 
Missionary Council. The address from which 
these quotations are taken was given at the 
recent Cleveland Assembly. 





ecumenical cooperation on a national or 
international level are not a substitute 
for this. The Church of Jesus Christ is 
a congregation, not a federation of seg- 
regations. It is a congregation in every 
place of those whom he, the good shep- 
herd, gathers together in one flock. This 
flock will desire no distinguishing marks 
except just that it belongs to him... . 
If we understand the issues rightly, we 
shall know that reunion will be costly, 
and fruitful precisely in proportion to 
its cost, in proportion as it touches us, 
not just on the surface, but at the center. 
Cheap unity will be worth what it costs. 

3. For many Christians it seems hard 
to accept the fact that the Christian life 
is a matter of daily dependence upon the 
Spirit, and that neither Bible nor church 
can guide us except as the Spirit takes 
the things of Christ and shows them to 
us afresh. ... The immense rise of the 
Pentecostalist groups in our day is a 
judgment upon us because, whatever our 
profession, we have been so unwilling to 
believe that the church really lives and 
is guided day by day by the living Holy 
Spirit.” 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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related, helping to organize the work at 
the beginning. There are other countries 
where UPUSA persons are engaged in 
types of mission work. “We Protestants,” 
he said, “are a small minority in the 
world and we are a diminishing minority. 
Only eight per cent of the world popu- 
lation today is Protestant and with the 
present rate of growth, in 40 years it will 
be only five per cent.” He urged special 
attention to areas of great population 
growth. 

James H. Robinson of New York urged 
special attention to be directed toward 
Africa whose population has tripled in 
the last 65 years and is expected to double 
in the next 25. 

While not approving specific steps to- 
ward union with the United Church of 
Christ (as had been urged), the Assem- 
bly asked COEMAR to keep in touch 
with leaders of that church and to keep 
alert to the possibility of formal conver- 
sations with union in view. It was point- 
ed out that the new church has not yet 
made all necessary internal adjustments 
in consolidating the union voted. 

A long report on polity was largely 
routine, with the merging of several pres- 
byteries and the readjustment of synod or 
other boundaries. The Presbytery of Big 
Spring (Pa.) was re-named Carlisle. 
The Presbytery of North West Iowa was 
changed to Northwest Iowa; Gulf Coast 
and New Orleans were merged, taking 
the name of the former; Hudson, North 
River and Westchester became Hudson 
River; Adams, Red River and St. Cloud 
(Minn.) were reformed into Red River 
and St. Cloud. 

Chaplains were paid tribute, with spe- 
cial mention of the service of John K. 
Bourneman, executive secretary of the 
department, whose illness is forcing his 
retirement. There are now 204 chaplains 
on active duty. 


A motion to dissolve the Assembly’s 
committee on church union (leaving all 
responsibility to COEMAR) was defeated 
on a voice vote. 


SEA Report 


At the close of the session the long- 
awaited report on Social Education and 
Action (SEA) was presented for debate 
and action on Wednesday. John O. Mel- 
lin, New York, said the committee had 
worked 45 hours on the report, in addi- 
tion to earlier contributions by the coun- 
seling committee and the staff. Each 
section was adopted unanimously except 
one (not named) where there was one 
dissent. The report had not sought a 
common denominational mind but rather 
to speak the mind of Christ. 

Dr. Blake, in a concluding word as 
the session closed, appealed for careful 
consideration of the SEA report, recog- 
nizing differences of opinion on positions 
taken as well as on the competence of a 
church body to speak on some issues. 
Regardless of any differences, he said, 
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we will be in the fellowship of the church, 
speaking in terms of what the Christian 
faith is. Let us be willing to listen as 
well as to speak to each other. 

Tuesday evening’s program featured 
Bishop Newbigin and the Westminster 
Choir College choir. 


WEDNESDAY, May 25 


Bills and Overtures, answering affirm- 
atively an earlier reference, gained As- 
sembly approval of a 12-member commit- 
tee to study the “structure, procedures, 
practices and purposes of the National 
Council of United Presbyterian Men,” 
with special attention to its relationship 
to the Assembly and its agencies. 

Theological Education brought the 
Assembly again to face the desperate need 
of large sums of money to meet present 
and future needs. The report made this 
statement which captured the Assembly’s 
attention : 

“With full and deep appreciation of all 
that the church has undertaken and pro- 
vided in the years just past, the hard fact 
remains that in more than one instance 
the beloved dead are paying more for theo- 
logical education today than we the living 
are providing.” 

President Arthur R. McKay of Mc- 
Cormick Seminary spoke for the com- 
mittee, stressing urgent needs in this area 
in order to meet growing enrollments and 
greater demands which, he said, bring 
“a crisis in leadership.” 

The committee had recommended a 
general action, calling for study of the 
situation and the dissemination of in- 


formation about the desperate need fac- 
ing the seminaries, but John R. Stewart, 
Inglewood, Calif., moved a successful 
amendment, approved by the committee 
and the Assembly, asking the General 
Council to add to the 1962 budget, “if 
it be at all possible,” an additional mil- 
lion dollars for theological education, for 
a total of $2,250,000. 


Seminary Rank 


Professor Elwyn A. Smith of Pitts- 
burgh Seminary said the word, “medio- 
crity,” is to be borne in mind with ref- 
erence to the seminaries; that Presbyte- 
rian seminaries as a whole occupy, not 
the top but the middle group in this coun- 
try (with Union of N. Y., Harvard and 
Yale placed at the top)—there were vocal 
expressions of dissent from this view. 
Dr. Smith said that, as an illustration of 
his point, only two men on one faculty 
had had earlier teaching experience in a 
seminary and these had come from the 
lowest of the three groups. 

Raymond H. Case, Smithtown, N. Y., 
later said he would “not allow it to stand 
that Presbyterian seminaries are second 
to any seminaries in this country.” 

President Daniel E. Kerr of Huron 
College (S.D.) said he agreed with every- 
thing said about the financial needs of 
the seminaries but that this may also be 
said about the 45 church-related colleges. 
He urged an effort to solve the total 
educational problem. 

A resolution of the committee met some 
opposition before final adoption: 





Pittsburgh Commencement 


Task of a Seminary 
By LISTON POPE 


CHRISTIAN theological school 
should be a community of long per- 
spectives rather than being dominated by 
the views that happen to prevail at the 
moment in its own neighborhood. Di- 
vinity schools should not lend comfort 
to people who think that the Christian 
faith is identical with their own ideas. . . 
A seminary should also be a contem- 
porary community with immediate prob- 
lems to face and insistent tasks to per- 
form. It is set down in the midst of a 
contemporary world which has little time 
for brooding about the past. It is in- 
extricably a part of that world—of its 
own town or city and its vicinity, of 
America and of all the nations, of the 
religious denomination or denominations 
from which it comes and of the ecumen- 
ical church toward which we go. As part 





THE DEAN of the Yale Divinity School gave 
the address from which these quotations are 
taken at the recent commencement of the 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. He was a 
member of the study committee that brought 
about the consolidation of Pittsburgh-Xenia 
and Western Seminaries. 


of that world, a seminary must itself 
give leadership, as well as trained lead- 
ers for the future. It must stand for 
something higher than the accepted be- 
liefs and practices of its community and 
the existing churches. The true function 
of the theological school is not that of 
being a service station to the surrounding 
churches and community, though the sem- 
inary is false to its mission unless it seeks 
to meet their needs. The task of ‘a sem- 
inary is not to confirm the world in its 
ecclesiastical and cultural prejudices, but 
to redeem it, by the grace of God, from 
the half-pagan atmosphere by which it 
has already been polluted... . 

We must not regard ourselves in the 
seminaries as excluded from any of the 
issues or controversies of our time, wheth- 
er they be specifically religious in nature 
or denominated as secular. When titanic 
power groups struggle with each other, 
men of knowledge and of vision have 
crucial responsibility. It will be 
tragic in our troubled time if the best- 
educated are the least active and ar- 
ticulate.... 








“Ministerial candidates would have a 
representative social and cultural experi- 
ence during their preparatory years... . 
All who counsel pre-theological students 
should be aware of the importance of pre- 
paring a ministry that knows and under- 
stands the experience of all Americans, 
including the experience of military serv- 
ice.” 


Faith and Health 


A major report to the Assembly dealt 
with “The Relation of Christian Faith 
to Health,” with Paul C. Warren of Bal- 
timore and Robert H. Bonthius, Portland, 
Ore., speaking in connection with it. Five 
elders who are trained in medicine were 
on the committee with five ministers. 
In addition, there were consultants who 
helped. 


Four sections of the report (1) sum- 
marize the teachings of the New Testa- 
ment; (2) survey the manner in which 
the church has exercised or failed to ex- 
ercise this ministry from N. T. times to 
the present; (3) present a theology of 
healing and surey the present situation, 
including an appraisal of the healing 
cults; (4) present “a proper, positive, 
Biblically and theologically sound ap- 
proach to this whole matter, under the 
heading of The Ministries of Pastors, 
Physicians and Others and The Ministry 
of the Congregation to the Sick.” 


Some, Dr. Warren said, will think we 
should have gone further in some direc- 
tions, “but it has been the conviction of 
our committee that our great need pri- 
marily is to secure the restoration of the 
healing ministry as a normal part of the 
pastoral care of the minister and his 
people in every church.” 

There is no system of “new thought” 
or a new application of the principles of 
psychotherapy, here, he said. 


“Rather, we believe that this healing 
ministry is included in the reconciliation 
of man to God through the saving power 
of Jesus Christ... . The redemption he 
offers is more than the cure of a physical 
illness: it is the restoration of our fallen 
nature to that likeness of God which is 
our true heritage, and it encompasses the 
whole of our being, body, mind and spirit, 

“I am confident of this: that if the view- 
point expressed in this report and the 
recommendations it contains had been the 
mind and the practice of the church in 
an earlier day, the healing cults would 
never have come into being.” 


Dr. Bonthius said the report puts the 
whole question of health into theological 
perspective—a perspective “different 
from that of the so-called faith-healers.” 


“The report emphasizes the place of 
faith but does not absolutize it. The com- 
mittee has worked at all times with in 
the circle of a mystery. ... We recognize 
the fact that though God’s ultimate will 
is healing and man may be full of faith, 
‘healing does not in fact always take place 
in the lives of faithful men.’”... 

“We believe that the report helps to 
break new ground at two major points: 
(1) The theology of healing—what we 
believe about faith and health, and (2) 
the ministry to the sick—how Christian 
pastors, Christian doctors, and Christians 
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in many other vocations related to the 
prevention and cure of disease, and lay 
members of the congregation can enrich 
the church’s service to the sick. The re- 
port is intended to be suggestive of the 
various ways in which the church con- 
tributes to mental and physical health.”... 

“The crux of the theological issue is 
the relation of salvation to health. There 
are other issues involved ... but it seems 
to us that this is the one to get straight if 
the church is to minister creatively to 
mind and body without making health 
an idol.... 

“If there are new directions in the re- 
port on the practical side you will find 
them in this fact: we have taken the 
priesthood of believers seriously, and ex- 
plored its application to the daily work of 
the various members of the health team. 
Here you will find the practice of hearing 
confession set forth in an evangelical con- 
text; the practice of a richer sacramental 
ministry to the sick not only described 
but encouraged; the religious dimension 
of a Christian doctor’s ministry developed 
and the high potential of cooperative ac- 
tivities between pastors and doctors de- 
tailed. On the practical side, therefore, 
the report is an essay on the therapeutic 
significance of the priesthood in which all 
of us as Protestants share.” 


The report is to be provided at 20¢ per 
copy; 6 for $1. 

Responsibility for further work in this 
field was given to the National Missions 
Department of Health and Welfare. 

The committee made slight changes in 
the final form of the report and accepted 
suggestions made from the floor of the 
Assembly. 


SEA Discussion 


After the Social Education and Action 
report was presented and before discus- 
sion Clifford Earle, SEA executive, said 
the concern of the department is about 
the church and about the world. We 
think of the world as the arena of God’s 
action and the church as his instrument. 
In the section dealing with student dem- 
onstrations, he said there is no reference 
to boycotts but only to the support of 
establishments that do not discriminate. 

When early efforts were made to have 
a quick vote on the entire report the 
stated clerk reminded the Assembly that 
it was engaged in serious business. The 
church has been criticized, he said, in its 
efforts in this area. If we do not give 
time for discussion, then the criticism 
may be justified. If the report is not 
discussed, we might as well stay at home 
and send in our ballots. 

On motion, the Assembly restricted 
speeches to two minutes. 

Mrs. Lynn Mason, Conseqango, N. Y., 
wanted to include a message of support 
to “captive countries” but when the dif- 
ficulties of a precise definition were 
pointed out the Assembly rejected the 
amendment. 

Most of the discussion related to stu- 
dent demonstrations. Alexander M. War- 
ren, Lexington, Ky., appealed for more 
time and was given five minutes. He told 
of recent student efforts in his area. Non- 
violent efforts may end in violence. The 


Assembly should recognize that when we 
start endorsing non-violence, it may get 
out of hand. Many people in the South 
who look to this church for leadership 
should be sustained. The effects on pos- 
sible union with the U. S. Church should 
be taken into account. His motion to 
delete some paragraphs in this section 
was defeated. 

Don Black, Malibu, Calif., said it is 
“against Presbyterian orderliness” openly 
to advocate civil disobedience. 


Hill Speech 


Albert F. Hill, Elizabeth, N. J., said 
that in asking the Assembly not to ap- 
prove this section, and thereby to disap- 
prove by implication, we are being asked 
to disapprove John Calvin, Martin Lu- 
ther and Ulrich Zwingli—all of whom 
challenged unjust laws of the state— 
and whose peaceable demonstrations led 
to unwanted violence. 


“It would also be to disapprove of vir- 
tually all the Puritans whose existence 
was illegal at one time, to disapprove of 
the Presbyterians of Colonial times who 
virtually all joined the Revolutionary 
cause against legally constituted author- 
ity—in what was not even a peaceable 
demonstration. It would be to disapprove 
of Christian missionaries of many lands 
who illegally carried on their work in 
obedience to a higher law. It would be 
to disapprove of those heroic German pas- 
tors, like Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who re- 
sisted duly constituted authority which 
was engaged in the mass extermination 
of millions of our Jewish brothers. It 
would even be, I think, to disapprove of 
our own moderator who urged obedience 
to the higher law of our land even though 
his own state has laws against integra- 
tion. It would be un-Calvinistic, since 
Calvin defended the right of Christians 
under some circumstances to revolt 
against magistrates. And it would be “un- 
Southern,” for that great Virginian, Thom- 
as Jefferson, positively asserted the need 
for such ‘revolutions’ in far more drastic 
terms than are involved in the sit-ins. 

“Concerning the plea that we not ap- 
prove of any actions that might con- 
ceivably lead to violence, I sympathize. 

- But this would give a few ruffians 
and scoundrels veto power over any action 
of this deliberative body. For example, 
if a fist fight should develop in this 
Assembly, men using the same reasoning 
might suggest that these Assemblies be 
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dispensed with because they lead to vio- 
lence. 

“I suggest that all of us devoutly yearn 
and pray for the day when our church and 
the U. S. Church become one. But this 
church cannot be bought—either by the 
promise of more money or more members.” 

James H. Nelson, Sumter, S. C. urged 
approval of the section, saying the As- 
sembly should “assure these youngsters 
that the church will come down from the 
mountain and set them free, that non- 
violent action is Christian action.” 

Edwin R. Fine, El Paso, Texas, said 
he has taken an oath as a civil employee 
of the U. S. Government not to aid or 
abet anyone in disobeying the law. Such 
aid would be an act of treason. 

William D. Wood, Cordele, Ga., 
urged support of the statement, saying 
he did not like “to see some of these 
brothers on the fence when students are 
going out to fight for the people of color.” 

Irwin V. Cobb, Natick, Mass., a law- 
yer on the standing committee, said the 
statement does not endorse civil disobe- 
dience indiscriminately, but only where 
laws of God are violated; it does not 
endorse sit-ins as such, but only those 
where non-violence is employed. Cau- 
tions are expressed in regard to consti- 
tuted authority. These students are doing 
something. The committee suggests that 
we speak to them. If we remain silent, 
others will speak. He urged attention to 
the careful wording of the statement. 

In extending the opportunity for op- 
ponents to speak, the moderator said he 
is living in the South and involved in 
the situation. He would rather lean over 
backwards than to be considered unfair 
in giving full opportunity for discussion. 

Frank R. Elder, Cincinnati, said he 
wanted no part in supporting a boycott. 

Prayer was urged by Mr. Warren be- 
fore the vote. The moderator prayed, say- 
ing that it is not a question of whether 
we remain pastor of a church or not, not 
a question of one section or another, but 





HAWKINS: “For humility 
of spirit.’’ 


JUNE 6, 1960 


only to find and do the will of God. Dr. 
Hawkins, the vice-moderator, also had 
been requested to pray, as he did, for 
“humility of spirit to seek Thy will. 
May we move out in the knowledge that 
Thy Spirit was spoken to us.” 

The section was approved by a voice 
vote. The section reads: 


Student Demonstrations 


“Acknowledging that Christians have 
historically upheld the just authority of 
the state as being instituted of God for 
his own glory and the public good so 
long as the state has not commanded any- 
thing contrary to the law of God; 

“Affirming that some laws and customs 
requiring racial discrimination are, in 
our judgment, such serious violations of 
the law of God as to justify peaceable and 
orderly disobedience or disregard of these 
laws; 

“Believing that current student demon- 
strations against racial segregation, while 
in some cases conflicting with local laws 
or customs, seem to be consistent with our 
Christian heritage, the Federal Constitu- 
tion, and the moral consensus of our na- 
tion; and; 

“Deploring the violent reactions that 
have produced assaults on the persons of 
student demonstrators and the unjust ar- 
rest in some cases of the victims rather 
than the assailants; 

“The 172nd General Assembly 

“Commends those who, when struck, did 
not strike back; who, when cursed, did 
not curse back; who acted with patience 
and dignity in the face of violence and 
hostility; 

“Assures students of our common cause 
with those who for the sake of consicence 
participate in such responsible non-vio- 
lent demonstrations; 

“Urges them to continue to recognize 
the dangers to the civil order inherent 
in conflict with established authority; and 

“Urges United Presbyterians to search 
their consciences and prayerfully to de- 
termine, within the fellowship of the 
church, whether God calls them to support 
these efforts.” 


Only other section subjected to ex- 
tended discussion had been labeled ‘‘Re- 
ligious Bigotry” by the committee but it 
accepted a suggestion from the floor and 
re-named it “Religious Faith of Candi- 
dates.” The statement was also revised, 
after extended discussion, to eliminate 
the term, “religious bigotry” and sub- 
stitute “irresponsible citizenship.” It 
reads, as adopted, with only scattering 
Nays to be heard: 

“Noting the focus of public attention 
on the religious faith of candidates is an 
election year, 

“The 172nd General Assembly 

“Considers it the duty of all citizens to 
examine a candidate’s position on im- 
portant issues of public policy, including 
those related to the separation of church 
and state; and 

“Believes that it is an act of irrespon- 
sible citizenship to support or oppose a 
candidate solely because of his religious 
affiliation.” 

Continuing studies reported include 
one within the Synod of Baltimore on 
the Church and Economic Life; a depart- 
ment study of problems of alcohol; a 
counseling committee study of crime pre- 
vention and correction. 


With reference to UPUSA church in- 
vestments in corporations conducting res- 
taurant operations, the SEA department 
will consult with officers of boards and 
agencies about problems raised by the 
social practices and policies of such cor- 
porations where the church is a share- 
holder. 

An Olympia (Wash.) resolution seek- 
ing a statement on communism was an- 
swered in the negative in view of previous 
pronouncements on the same subject. 


National Church 


When Dr. Miller, the retiring moder- 
ator, reported for the National Church 
in Washington an effort was made to 
eliminate Senator Stennis (D.-Miss.), a 
Presbyterian, as a trustee of the National 
Church, on the grounds of his well-known 
position as a segregationist. Dr. Miller 
said he knows Senator Stennis, disagrees 
with him on this question but regards 
him as a Christian gentleman. The mo- 
tion was lost on a voice vote. 

G. William Vogel, Jr., Ganado, Ariz., 
said many people are disturbed by the 
size of the projected National church, 
particularly in view of desperate needs 
of missions, seminaries, capital funds 
objectives and others. He urged suspen- 
sion of the program, re-examination of 
the plans and a more modest proposal. 

Richard M. Harris, Phoenix, Ariz., 
said the project probably should have 
been considered in the SEA report. It 
would be hard, he said, to reconcile the 
magnificance of the proposed structure 
with the lowliness of our Lord. The plan 
should be made more in conformity to 
the general thrust of our church. He was 
applauded. 

Dr. Miller said the committee has 
given serious consideration to “something 
that will adequately represent our church. 
There has been no vote on an expenditure 
of $20 million [as had been rumored], 
$10 million or even $5 million.” 

Carl E. Wagner, Jr., Baltimore, said 
a cathedral-type structure would create 
an unfavorable situation. 

Hal B. Lloyd, Rockford, IIl., said he 
sensed divided feelings on the issue. We 
are not interested in a lavish structure 
to impress the public, but able men are 
thinking this question through with great 
care. We should trust them. 

Dr. Blake, the stated clerk, spoke as 
secretary of the advisory committee, say- 
ing that all the Assembly has given per- 
mission to do is to seek support. He is 
sure that the advisory committee, in view 
of discussions of the past few months and 
this discussion, will consider its steps 
very carefully. The committee will pre- 
sent a program before any contracts are 
let. 

The action of the Presbyterian, U. S., 
Assembly was reported, declining coop- 
eration so long as the joint activity is 
related to a specific congregation but in- 
dicating possible interest in some kind 
of center. 








The report was approved as recem- 
mended by the advisory council. 

The final portion of the COEMAR 
report was approved, dealing with “re- 
lations” —with specific steps to be taken 
in Africa. Greetings of the church are to 
be carried to the Belgian Congo June 30 
on the occasion of its independence and 
to Nigeria October 1. 


Checks Issued 

Adjournment time of 4:30 had arrived, 
with still more pressing business. Dr. 
Blake spoke of the meeting as “one of 
the best and most talkative Assemblies 
in my nine years as stated clerk.” Ex- 
pense checks are usually held until after 
adjournment but he proposed that with 
more work to do, commissioners who had 
to catch planes or trains be given theirs, 
while the rest of the Assembly stayed on 
for another hour to complete the work. 
(Recalling previous experiences, he cau- 
tioned them to remove their identifica- 
tion buttons after cashing their checks 
at a nearby bank so as to avoid the dan- 
ger of pickpockets.) 

Assembly meeting places were ap- 
proved as follows: 1961, Buffalo; 1962, 
Denver; 1963, Des Moines; 1964, Okla- 
homa City. 

Dr. Miller gave the concluding portion 
of the General Council’s report, includ- 
ing its protest registered earlier on the 
Air Force Training Manual attacking 
the National Council of Churches and 
Protestant leaders (OUTLOOK, Mar. 14). 
The Assembly voted its commendation of 
Dr. Miller and the General Council for 
their stand on this question. Only one 
Nay was heard when the vote was put. 

Urgent requests for increased funds 
to meet worldwide needs had been made 
frequently during the week and one ef- 
fort had sought $1 from each of the 
95,000 elders and ministers of the church 
for the Ethiopian opportunity. The Gen- 
eral Council replied, in an action ap- 
proved by the Assembly, that the entire 
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church is being challenged to increase its 
giving next year by 25%. However, in 
the spirit of the Cleveland Assembly and 
in an effort to enter some of the opening 
doors, it called for a special offering on 
a Sunday next fall “to contribute toward 
meeting the most pressing immediate 
needs in the 1960 program.” Specific 
items in the program which cannot be 
undertaken unless necessary funds are 
provided will be pointed out. 


Moore Speaks 


Glenn W. Moore, general secretary of 
the General Council, said he had never 
spoken to the Assembly in the nine years 
of his service. He described this as “an 
outstanding” Assembly. Every Assembly 
has some special characteristic. In this 
it has been our concern as to the ministry 
of our church in many fields, and it has 
been an uneasy concern—needs of youth, 
Ethiopia, the inner city, theological edu- 
cation, more adequate pensions. Each 
time we said we need to do something 
about this. 

Since this has been the recurring theme, 
he went on, it would be too bad if we 
left here and missed the point. We are 
being tested as a church as to the depth 
of our integrity. We are in the midst of 
a great, emerging movement, challenging 
us to make our Christian witness. Some- 
thing is going to happen in our church, 
and when it does it will be of the Spirit 
of God. We will make progress only when 
we meet the conditions of God, and the 
first condition is repentance—being sorry 
enough to want to change. This change 
will have to take place at every level 
every board will have to see to it that 
money is used to meet the most critical 
needs; the General Council will have to 
recommend, and the Assembly will have 
to decide, that some things are more ur- 
gent and come first. Synods and presby- 
teries will have to give the same consid- 
eration. Every pastor and elder will have 
the responsibility of leading their con- 
gregations in the same way. 





We are a church, he continued, and 
we have either been talking on the surface 
this week or we have been dealing with 
something that will dig deeply into our 
lives. Everybody knows that we can do 
much more than we are doing. This is 
not the question. When we want to do it 
we will pray about it and God will do 
it. We cannot solve this question by 
promotion; we can solve it only by re- 
pentance and appropriate action. 

He was warmly applauded as having 
pointed up the prevailing spirit of the 
Assembly. 

The Mileage Committee reported com- 
missioners’ expenses at $175,868— 
$89,629 for travel and $86,239 for their 
per diem allowances for rooms and 
meals. 

Henry Barraclough read the minutes 
as assistant stated clerk for the 41st time. 
Next year, under Assembly tenure rules, 
will be his last, and appropriate recog- 
nition is being planned. 

Just before 5:40 p.m. the moderator 
adjourned the Assembly, concluding one 
of its longest sessions, to meet next May 
17 in Buffalo, N. Y. 

(NEXT WEEK — Editorial evalua- 
tion, sidelights and commissioners’ com- 
ments. ) 


ARKANSAS SYNOD URGES 
PUBLIC SCHOOL SUPPORT 


PINE BuiurFr, ARK. (RNS)—Support of 
the public schools of Arkansas was 
urged by the Presbyterian Synod at its 
109th annual meeting here. 

Arkansans will vote in November on 
a referendum which would amend state 
constitutional requirements for a free 
public school system as a move to avoid 
integration. 

Voters should ballot on the basis of 
vital issues and should “‘not be confused” 
by irrelevant claims, the synod said. It 
also warned against “pious words, fre- 
quent verbal references to the Lord, or 
boasted intimacy with the church on 
those occasions when it is expedient to 
do so.” 
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“The wise Christian will always look 
beneath the surface on political matters,” 
a report of the synod’s Council of Chris- 
tian Action said. 

The synod approved a statement by 
the recent Jacksonville Assembly which 
urged ministers and lay persons “to re- 
double their efforts to right the wrongs 
presently suffered by individuals and 
groups because of race, creed or nation- 
ality” and to “pray for forgiveness of 
the involvement of the church in the in- 
justices of our day.” 


KNOXVILLE COMPROMISES 
CAMP INTEGRATION ISSUE 
CHATTANOOGA, TENN. (RNS)—Knox- 
ville Presbytery compromised the con- 
troversial issue of integrating its new 
$243,000 camp and conference center on 
Watts Bar Lake near Kingston, Tenn. 

Presbytery delegates voted at a meeting 
here to conduct one integrated camp ses- 
sion and two segregated sessions this 
summer. 

Integration of the facility was ap- 
proved Feb. 2, but four Knoxville area 
churches later voiced opposition. Follow- 
ing a second meeting on the subject sev- 
eral weeks ago, delegates referred the 
issue to a committee, which queried 
church officers before reporting to the 
presbytery. 

The only Negro church in the presby- 
tery is Fairview church, Chattanooga, 
with a membership of about 90. 


Chicago Presbytery Deals 
With Evanston Minister 


Cuicaco (RNSs)—An Evanston, IIl., 
Presbyterian minister was officially 
chided by his presbytery here for preach- 
ing a sermon fanning the flames of racial 
and religious prejudice. 

Chicago Presbytery of the United 
Presbyterian Church, USA, approved a 
report of a five-man commission which 
studied the sermon and found it “con- 
tained passages that were injudicious and 
bound to have an inflammatory effect.” 

The report recommended that the min- 
ister, David H. Pottie, pastor of Evan- 
ston’s Second Presbyterian church, “work 
earnestly to communicate more effectively 
the Christian message of brotherhood.” 

It also expressed the hope that the 
minister would “seek a more effective and 
constructive way to give his witness to 
the gospel when dealing with such is- 
sues.” 

Dean Floyd V. Filson of McCormick 
Theological Seminary, chairman of the 
commission, said, “It would be improper 
to say we censured this man.” 

“Tt would say we counseled him,” he 
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said. The 150 members of the presbytery 
were nearly unanimous in approving the 
report. 

Mr. Pottie, meanwhile, said he had no 
plans to resign his pastorate. He had 
previously claimed that he had a good 
response to the sermon. “The people in 
this community are afraid to speak out,” 
he said. “I spoke for them.” 

Investigation of the Scottish-born 
preacher’s sermon was instituted after 
Columnist Jack Mabley of the Chicago 
Daily News reported that last December 
Mr. Pottie had delivered a sermon “bit- 
terly critical of Catholics, Jews and 
Negroes.” 

The columnist said Mr. Pottie also 
spoke of the need to put up barriers 
against Negroes coming into the area 
served by his church. 

“We are full of prejudices, inhibitions, 
biases, propensities and the like,” Mr. 
Pottie was quoted as saying. “Instead 
of asking the Lord to forgive you these 
things, I would rather ask you to praise 
Him, who has cast you in such a mold.” 


SPOTLIGHT 


McCormick Seminary and the UPUSA 
National Office of Health and Welfare 
will sponsor the July 18-22 United Pres- 
byterian Welfare Institute, providing in- 
service training for welfare personnel of 





church-related institutions for children 
and the aged. Information is available 
from Charles G. Chakerian, 800 W. Bel- 
den Ave., Chicago 14. 

* * * 


Nashville’s Downtown Presbyterian 
Church will open its facilities June 15 
for the 130th General Assembly of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church. The 
First church will provide facilities for 
the sesqui-centennial banquet during the 
meeting. 

e+ 

Presbyterian missionaries in the Bel- 
gian Congo have asked the entire Chris- 
tian population to join in prayer during 
a special Congo Independence Week, 
June 6-12, looking toward the day of 
freedom, June 30. 

* 6-9 


Refugees are good financial risks and 
potential “solid citizens,” this is the 
judgment of the National Lutheran 
Council, which has helped 59,000 per- 
sons to resettle in the U. S. in the past 
twelve years. It reports that about 85% 
of nearly $4,500,000 lent to refugees for 
ocean and inland transportation since 
1948 has been repaid. Some 600 ac- 
counts, totaling less than $60,000, were 
closed out as uncollectible for various 
reasons. The Council reports that the 
“overwhelming majority of refugees have 
resettled with a minimum of difficulty” 
and with ‘‘a zeal for, and love of, free- 
dom.” 
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Eyes of the Soul (5) 


“A Glass Eye Is No Good in a Fight” 


By KENNETH 


“Having eyes, do you not see?”’—Mark 
8:18. 


NCE IN A REFORM SCHOOL 
for boys, 1 unloaded some thoughts 
similar to what the reader of this column 
may remember as reflections on myopia, 
presbyopia, astigmatism and strabismus. 
After the talk, one of the young audience 
came up and said, “Mister, you left out 
something. They’s one thing more can 
go wrong with your eyes—that’s havin’ 
a glass eye. I got one—want to see it?” 
I said, “No thank you” hastily; I 
would take his word for it. But I prom- 
ised him that if I talked about these four 
things again I would add a fifth, for he 
was exactly right. 

He reminded me of a schoolroom story 
about a small boy who laid a glass eye 
carefully on his astonished teacher’s desk. 
“Keep it for me,” he said. “They’s a 
fight goin’ on outside, an’ a glass eye 
ain’t no good in a fight.” 

The technical name for this fifth 
trouble is monocular vision. It is not a 
defect, it is complete loss of vision in 
one eye. The remaining eye may be ab- 
solutely clear, it may focus instantly and 
correctly, it can give a sharp and correctly 
colored image . . . but a false image, 
because monocular vision, seeing with one 
eye only, presents a flat world, and the 
world is not flat. The dimension of dis- 
tance, or depth, has disappeared for the 
one-eyed person. Playing at games, or 
doing work calling for an accurate and 
quick judgment of distance, is difficult 
or impossible without two good eyes. The 
best of single eyes is less reliable than 
a fair pair of eyes working together. “A 
glass eye is no good in a fight.” 


OME ONE MAY ASK, How can 

this be? If one eye cannot perceive 
depth, will two eyes do any better? The 
reason is simple: The two normal healthy 
eyes in a man’s head do not see alike. 
Their lines of sight are not parallel, they 
converge like the sides of a very long V. 
Each looks at the object in focus from 
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a slightly different angle. (This is, of 
course, the well-known principle of 3-D 
pictures.) The brain does not unscramble 
the two pictures from the two eyes, indeed 
it scrambles them, puts them together to 
obtain the full-dimensional effect. 

All this makes an addition to our par- 
able about natural and spiritual eyesight. 
It is as true in the mental and spiritual 
realm as it is in the physical, that it takes 
two eyes to perceive depth. In plain lan- 
guage: Seeing a thing from one point- 
of-view alone is to see it wrong. The 
single eye takes a flat picture, and hardly 
any object is entirely flat. The single eye 
does not tell you how far away anything 
is from you, or from other objects. The 
single, lone, unassisted eye, in short, can- 
not convey the full dimensions of the 
living world. 

Likewise the single mind, the one-track 
mind, the mind that takes up one point- 
of-view only, gives a false impression of 
reality. No one person’s impression of 
anything is quite the whole truth. It 
does look so clear and simple to the one- 
eyed mind! It is all laid out, flat and 
neat and sharp .. . only it doesn’t look 
like the real thing, because the real thing 
is never flat. There are depths, shadows, 
angles, that can be perceived only by 
looking with more eves than one. 


ERE LIES the advantage of travel 

and reading and education. To be 
sure, there are types of “education” that 
do not educate, institutions deserving the 
quip that education is a system of getting 
information out of the professor’s note- 
book into the student’s notebook, by 
means of ball-point pens, and without 
passing through the brain of either one. 
Many a boy and many more girls go off 
to a one-eyed college from a one-eyed 
background. Their “sisters and their 
cousins and their aunts” have always 
seen things “exactly as they are” and they 
want the college to leave it that way. The 
college some people want is one in which 
the students are taught what to believe. 
The youthful mind is carefully sheltered. 
Divergent opinions are not heard among 
the faculty, and a student who ventures 
to diverge is on his way out. (If this 
kind of college could be found, would it 
be a true college?) 

Not all schools are like that, though 
let us admit that “education” would be 
simpler if they were. Probably a person 
born with only one eye would be confused 
if some morning he woke up with two. 
So it is at first confusing to a young 
persons from some native Flatland to live 
among those who, as we say, “have a 
different slant.”” But youth may discover, 
in the end, that it is only by looking at 


‘ 


‘conflicting’ pictures of reality that one 
arrives at a picture of reality in depth. 
This world is a fight. Those on God’s 
side are going to have to stand and fight 
for it. And a glass eye is no good in a 
fight. 


NE MAY DARE to suspect that 

even God, himself knowing truth as 
it really and finally is, when he works 
through human beings to convey truth 
to men, makes use of this same principle 
of double vision. The prophets Hosea 
and Amos, for instance, look on the same 
Israel, but neither one sees it as the other 
does. The truth about God—the whole 
truth—is not justice and it is not mercy, 
either one alone. It takes the binocular 
vision of both prophets to give us the 
truth in depth. Likewise in the New Tes- 
tament, the early church was right in 
retaining James alongside Paul, right in 
retaining four gospels. The Christian 
today should no more be embarrassed by 
a variety of viewpoints in the Bible than 
by having two eyes. 

The whole truth even of snowflakes is 
not to be seen in one snowflake; and the 
whole truth about Truth is not to be 
seen through one man’s vision. 


CAMPUS NEWS 





The first Congolese students to be 
awarded scholarships for college study 
in the U. S. are being selected by a new- 
ly-appointed Presbyterian, U. S., Congo 
Mission committee. Heretofore Belgian 
government policy has encouraged such 
study in Belgian colleges. It is expected 
that the Congolese students will receive 
scholarships for study at several church 
colleges and seminaries. 

x * * 

Monmouth College (Ill.) is ranked 
sixth among the nation’s smaller coedu- 
cational institutions in the number of 
alumni fund donors, and seventh in the 
dollar total of alumni gifts. 

* * * 


Parsons (Iowa) has inaugurated what 
is claimed to be the first trimester system 
for an entire student body in America. 
Under this program students may secure 
a four-year degree in less than three years. 

* es 

Trinity University (Texas) is offering 
the facilities of its library for the storage 
of old sessional records, histories of the 
churches and other Presbyterian docu- 
ments to all the churches and presbyteries 
of the UPUSA Synod of Texas. 

* * * 

A $250,000 grant from the Danforth 
Foundation, St. Louis, Mo., will endow 
a new professorship of biology in the 
College of Wooster (Ohio). This is the 
third chair to be endowed since the be- 
ginning of the $20,000,00 in 1956, look- 
ing toward completion by the centennial 
year, 1966. 
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BEARING GOOD FRUIT 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for June 19, 1960 
Matthew 7:15-23; 31-46; Luke 13:6-9 


In Matthew 7:13-14 Jesus speaks of 
two ways—a broad and easy way that 
leads to destruction; a narrow and diffi- 
cult way that leads to life. A great crowd 
throngs the former way; comparatively 
few the latter way. The second way is 
the way of the Sermon on the Mount, 
the way of love for all mankind; the first 
way is any other way. 


1. Two Dangers 


But even if a man determines to follow 
the way that leads to life there are dan- 
gers against which he needs to be warned: 


1. The Danger of False Teachers, 
Matt. 7:15-20. 


As Jesus puts it, “Beware of false 
prophets [not men who foretell the future 
only, but all men who claim to speak for 
God]; they come to you with the garb of 
sheep but at heart they are ravenous 
wolves. You will know them by their 
fruit” (Moffatt). These words of Jesus 
are somewhat surprising. We might have 
expected him to say, You will know them 
by their beliefs, their interpretations of 
texts, their fidelity to creeds. But not so. 
He said we could distinguish the false 
prophet from the true one by his fruit, 
by the temper that he displays, by the 
spirit that he manifests, by the character 
that he reveals, by the deeds that he does, 
by the life that he lives. A man who 
prides himself on his orthodoxy, but who 
is uncharitable and bitter and hard, is 
dangerous, a wolf in sheep’s clothing. 
He is dangerous, because we may be in- 
fected by his spirit. We may conclude 
that we are on the right road because 
we have the “true” doctrine, even though 
we share his bitterness of soul. Let us 
not forget, “You will know them by their 
fruits.” 

Jesus’ words apply to all men and to 
all institutions, but especially to teachers, 
to preachers, to statesmen, to political 
guides and educational pundits, to fueh- 
rers, big and little, to all who seek to 
lead and persuade their fellowmen. The 
men and their theories can be judged by 
their fruit—if that is bad, the tree itself, 
however beautiful it may appear, is rot- 
ten. 

The words also have a reverse appli- 
cation that is not unimportant. We can- 
not have a better world until we have 
better men. The only way to get a good 
life is to get a good heart. To improve 
the fruit we must first improve the tree. 


2. The Danger of a False Profession, 
Matt. 7 :21-23. 

The test that Jesus gives us whereby 
we may know false teachers prepares us 


JUNE 6, 1960 


for the second danger that we face, the 
danger of a false profession. “Not every- 
one who says to me, Lord, Lord,” says 
Jesus, “shall enter the kingdom of heav- 
en; but he who does the will of my 
Father who is in heaven.” We, too, shall 
be tested not by the words of our lips 
but by the fruit of our lives. It may be 
that we are teachers or preachers or work- 
ers in the church, that we have been suc- 
cessful in the work that we are doing for 
the Master, but that is not the fruit of 
which he is speaking. “On that day many 
will say to me Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy [preach or teach] in your name, 
and cast out demons in your name, and 
do many mighty works in your name? 
And then will I declare to them, I never 
knew vou: depart from me, you evildo- 
ers.” Someone has suggested that to call 
Jesus “Lord,” is orthodoxy; to call him 
“Lord, Lord,” is piety; but to call him 
“Lord, Lord, and not do the things which 
he has commanded is blasphemy. 

There are other dangers that we face 
as we seek to follow Christ, but these 
are two of the most subtle, because their 
victims are so often blinded. There is 
no error so dangerous, because there is 
none so hard to detect, as the common de- 
lusion that doctrine can take the place 
of deeds, that orthodoxy (right beliefs) 
can substitute for orthopraxis (right con- 


duct). 


Il. The Final Judgment 


An illustration of the kind of fruit by 
which one’s life is judged is found in 
Jesus’ parable of the Last Judgment as 
given in Matt. 25:31-46. 

On that great day all mankind shall 
be gathered before our Lord. Those on 
his right—the sheep—will enter the 
kingdom prepared for them before the 
foundation of the world; those on his 
left—the goats—will depart into the 
realm of the damned. 

And what is the dividing line drawn 
by Jesus? It has nothing to do with 
one’s nationality, or with the color of 
one’s skin, or with one’s social class, or 
worldly success, or even with one’s pro- 
fession or creed. It is a matter of charac- 
ter, of conduct, of one’s attitude toward 
his fellowmen. In the preceding parable, 
the man with one talent was condemned, 
not because he had used his talent im- 
properly, but simply because he had 
failed to use it at all. So here, men are 
condemned, not because they have mis- 
treated their fellowmen (that condemna- 
tion is taken for granted, and has been 
previously indicated, as in 24:48), but 
because they have failed to help them— 


“As you did it not to one of the least 
of these, you did it not to me.” 

Service to man is service to Christ: 
Failure to serve men is failure to serve 
Christ. Many will be surprised to find 
it so. They saw human need and sought 
to relieve it, with no thought of reward; 
or they saw human need and were un- 
moved, without any thought that here 
was the Master incognito. The latter are 
cursed not by him but by their own 
selfishness and indifference. 


Some Questions 


Certain questions arise. For example, 
is this a literal picture of the day of 
judgment? Many think that it is, that 
a certain day has been set aside, and 
on this day the fate of all men will be 
decided. Burton and Matthews, on the 
other hand, say in their Life of Christ: 

“To press the pictorial elements of this 
parable to mean that there will be a great 
judgment day of all the world, when all 
men will be assembled in one place, is 
unwarranted. The parable teaches the 
basis and issue of judgment, not its time 
or external form. The solemn truth that 
must not be lost sight of is that by our 
conduct here and now we are determining 
issues that are eternal.” 

Second, to whom will this test be ap- 
plied? Expositors generally agree that 
it will be applied to all mankind. To 
judge otherwise seems an almost deliber- 
ate evasion of the plain words of Scrip- 
ture. There are, however, a few Bible 
students who hold that it applies only to 
those nations, those people, who have 
never learned to know Christ. They say 
that the nations referred to in vs. 32 must 
be distinguished from the chosen people 
and from Christians, who will be judged 
by their relation to Christ. David Smith, 
who follows this interpretation, adds, 
however, “Let us not forget that this 
principle has a bearing not on the heathen 
alone, but on ourselves, testing our pro- 
fession of faith in Christ.” See, for ex- 
ample, 1 John 5:7-21; James 2:14-16. 

Third, is this a doctrine of salvation 
by works? It is very significant that the 
Bible teaches uniformly that we are saved 
by faith but judged by our works. There 
is no contradiction here, for faith must 
issue in works, and the only real test of 
faith is the life that it produces. Cf. 
Matt. 7:16; James 2:14-24. We are 
saved by faith, but faith is not genuine 
unless it leads us to use our talents in 
his service and to minister to the needs 
of our fellowmen. 

Certainly Jesus does not mean that an 
occasional philanthropy is a sufficient 
substitute for a living faith. “If a man 
writes a check for charity, salving his 
uncomfortable scruples as he makes the 
gift, is he thereby justified, whatever may 
be the pattern of his daily conduct?” To 
ask such a question is to answer it. 

“Character is judged not by its fitful 
good, but in its wholeness and by its con- 
trolling motives. Of what avail is a man’s 
charitable sop flung to a beggar, if in 
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time of unemployment, illness or need 
that man’s prevailing purposes are 80 
unsound that his influence spreads like 
an evil breath.” (Buttrick) 


It is the whole pattern of a man’s life 
that is taken into account, and that pat- 
tern is determined by his faith, what he 
believes in, or in whom. Only faith in 
God, so far as he is known, can assure 
the quality of life that Jesus demands. 


Two Further Truths Emerge 


1. Jesus identified himself with hu- 
man need, wherever found, and so must 
we, if we are to share his spirit. 


As Lawrence Housman so beautifully 
expresses it: 


“While Earth wears wounds, still must 
Christ’s Wounds remain, 

Whom Love made Life, and of Whom 
Life made Pain, 

And of Whom Pain made Death. 

No breath, 

Without Him, sorrow draws; no feet 

Wax weary, and no hands hard labor 

bear, 

But He doth wear 

The travail and the heat: 

Also, for all things perishing, He saith, 

‘My grief, My pain, My death!’” 


“The simplest acts of kindness perform- 
ed out of charity have a dignity and a 
reward which far transcend their seeming 
importance. On the other hand, a person 
who insults the humblest human being 
assumes a terrifying responsibility, for 
he is insulting Christ. The callous indif- 
ference of the rich toward the suffering 
poor, the harsh insensibility of the white 
man toward the Negro, may be excused by 
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worldly people as at most peccadilloes: 
but in the eyes of faith they are shocking 
sins against Christ personally.” 


So writes Paul H. Furfey, professor 
of sociology in the Catholic University 
of America. Eugene Debs, friend of the 
working man in the days when there were 
few restrictions on hours and conditions 
of labor, had something of Christ’s spirit 
when he said, “While there is a lower 
class, I am in it; while there is a crim- 
inal element, I am of it; where there is 
a soul in prison, I am not free.”’ Some- 
thing of the same spirit is reflected in 
the Grapes of Wrath, when Tom Joad 
tells his Ma he is going away, and she 
will always know where to find him: 
“Wherever men are hungry, wherever 
their kids are in rags, wherever people 
don’t have the right to live and be peo- 
ple.” Today and tomorrow and as long 
as we can see, Christ will be suffering 
in America and in other lands. 

Who is so low that I am not his brother? 

Who is so high that I’ve no path to him: 

Who is so poor I may not feel his hunger? 

Who is so rich I may not pity him: 

Who is so hurt I may not know his heart- 
ache? 

Who sings for joy my heart may never 
share? 

Who in God’s heaven has passed beyond 
my vision? 

Who in hell’s depths where I may never 
fare? 

May none, then, call on me for understand- 
ing, 

May none then turn to me for help in pain, 

And drain alone his bitter cup of sorrow, 

Or find he knocks upon my heart in vain. 


S. RALPH HARLOw. 


2. Charity is not enough; we must 


press on beyond relief to rehabilitation; 
past alleviation to prevention. 

This is a responsibility which we face 
now, not only in our local neighborhoods, 
not only in our nation, but in other lands 
as well. To decide what we ought to do, 
what we can do with the resources at our 
disposal, will call for all the wisdom 
that we possess, and all the consecration. 
“As you did it,” or “As you did it not 
to one of the least of these my brethren, 
you did it” or “you did it not, to me,” 
Jesus will say to each of us in that final 
day. 


Ill. Opportunity Ended 


In Luke 13:6-9 Jesus tells the story 
of a farmer who gave careful attention 
to a fig tree, expecting it, of course, to 
bear fruit. The tree came to maturity 
but its fruit failed to appear. The farm- 
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er therefore ordered his gardener to cut 
it down. The gardener pleaded that the 
tree might have one more chance, and the 
plea was granted. 

Those who first heard the parable could 
not mistake its application. Jesus was 
speaking of them, and of the nation of 
which they were a part. If the Jewish 
people did not bring forth the fruit which 
God had a right to expect, the nation 
would finally be destroyed. But the truth 
is applicable to every individual, to every 
civilization. All which fail to bear the 
fruit which God has a right to expect 
will eventually perish. Historians dis- 
tinguish 21 civilizations which have ap- 
peared to date; sixteen of these civiliza- 
tions have disappeared; the remaining 
five are still under test. 


The parable warns us of the coming 
judgment; it also reminds us of the di- 
vine patience. God is willing to give men 
and nations the opportunity to repent— 
to delay merited judgment, that we may 
have still another chance. 

“Always he said that men can make a 
new start. To an age caught in the fetter 
of habit, as every age is caught, he told 
of a mercy that break every fetter. ‘Re- 
pent and believe in the gospel’ (Mark 
1:15) is his word. He meant it: a man or 
nation can turn again and by act of faith 
receive power for creative life.” (Inter- 
preter’s Bible) 

If we refuse chance after chance, if 
God’s appeal and challenge come again 
and again in vain, the day comes, not 
when God has shut us out, but when we 
by deliberate choice have shut ourselves 
out from God. 

What fruit does God expeet of our 
world, of our nation, of our section of 
the country, of our community, of us as 
individuals? 

Evangelist Billy Graham returned re- 
cently from an 11-week tour of Africa 
with a warning to Americans. We 
must, he said, solve America’s racial 
problems through the Christian teaching 
of love, or face the fact that Africans 
will be disillusioned with the U.S. and 
turn to the Communist. Could God be 
giving us our final chance? 

“The supreme need in the world to- 
day,” wrote a recent writer in the Satur- 
day Review (May 26, 1960) “‘is the pre- 
vention of the exploitation of honest, 
decent people by those in positions of 
power or economic advantage and their 
oppression by the cunning and strong. 
The only prosperity, the only happiness 
for mankind will be found in the inter- 
play of human interests, in short, in the 
application of the golden rule.” Could 
this be the fruit which God expects of 
peoples today? Do Jesus’ words apply, 
do vou think, only to individuals in the 
final judgment, or also to nations, to 
peoples in the judgments of history, in 
the rise and fall of nations? 


Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi 
sion of Education. National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 








THE CALVINIST CONCEPT OF CUL- 
TURE. By Henry R. Van Til. Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 245 pp., $4.50. 

It is difficult to speak with sufficient 
lukewarmness of this book. The author 
declares that his purpose is mainly his- 
torical, and yet on this score his book 
simply cannot pass muster. Professor 
Van Til has virtually ignored the major 
scholarship of our time on Calvin, with 
the notable exception of John T. Mc- 
Neill’s Calvinism. He thus demonstrates 
no acquaintance with the work of such 
Calvin scholars as Dowey, Wallace, 
Parker, Reid, Torrance, Breen, and Quis- 
torp, and there is no evidence in this book 
that Professor Van Til has seriously ac- 
quainted himself with the revolutionary 
re-evaluation of Puritanism which has 
taken place within the past quarter-cen- 
tury. Furthermore, he discusses Calvin- 
ism and art without reference to Rem- 
brandt, Calvinism and literature without 
regard for Bunyan or Spenser, Calvin- 
ism and the state with no reference to 
Oliver Cromwell or Woodrow Wilson, 
to name but a few key figures. He false- 
lv denies Calvin a continuing place 
among Renaissance humanists by a defi- 
nition of humanism which would scarcely 
be acceptable to contemporary scholars of 
that subject, and he ignores entirely Har- 
bison’s The Christian Scholar in the Age 
of Reformation. He devotes considerable 
space to criticizing a scholar (William F. 
Albright) with whose work he demon- 
strates familiarity only through quota- 
tions in the work of another commentator 
whose opinions he evidently trusts. In 
sum, neither Calvinism nor the study of 
Calvinism will be benefited by the ap- 
pearance of this book. 

ROLAND Musnat FRYE. 

Emory University. 
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The extraordinary career of one man—missionary, educator, ex- 
plorer, statesman—who changed the course of history on the 
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Sheldon Jackson’s life has all the excitement of a modern Acts of 
the Apostles. His activities got him jailed, shipwrecked, marooned 


on ice, and stranded without funds. But there is more than ad- 


venture in this book; there is a record of solid achievement: the 
founding of churches throughout the West; the establishment of 
schools and colleges; the bringing of civil government to an 
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place. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 








Presbyterian, U. S. 

J. M. Baird, Jr., from Clinton, Miss., to 
203 Sowell St., Brewton, Ala. 

William T. Magill from Excelsior 
Springs, Mo., to 108 Jefferson St., Sweet 
Springs, Mo., June 14. 

Robert T. Coit, Mobile, Ala., has ac- 
cepted a call to the Long Beach, Miss., 
church, effective Sept. 1. 

David E. Boozer from Flemington, Ga., 
to Jekyll Island, Ga. 

William F. Summers from Clarksville, 
Tenn., to 626 S. Chilton St., Tyler, Texas. 

R. Clement Dickey, Jr., from Kerrville, 
Texas, to 8, Harrow Gardens, Wollaton 
Park, Nottingham, England, July 1. 

Donald M. Covington from Columbia, 
S. C., to the USA Chaplain School, Ft. 
Slocum, N. Y. 

Edward G. Boyce, Chamberlain Hunt 
Academy, Pt. Gibson, Miss., will become 
head of the department of Bible of Er- 
skine College, S. C., next fall. 


United Presbyterian, USA 

John R. Gosney from Danville, Ky., to 
71 Tuscan Rd., Maplewood, N. J. 

John S. Hazelton from Hamtramck, 
Mich., to 70 Pilgrim St., Highland Park 
3, Mich. 

J. Lb. McCreight from New Concord, 
Ohio, to Apt. 11-F, San Pasqual St., Pasa- 
dena, Calif, 

C. Donald Kemp from Toms River, N. 
J., to Chaplain’s Office, Marine Corps 
School, Quantico, Va. 

George B. Laurent, Ann Arbor, Mich., 
will become assistant minister of the 
American Church in Paris, France, 65 
Quai D’Oray, Aug. 1, where he will work 
primarily with college and high school 
students. 

Aaron E. Gast, 33, of the Cedar Park 
church, Philadelphia, will be the dean 
of the new Conwell School of Theology 
to open in Philadelphia this fall, replac- 
ing Temple University’s school of the- 
ology. It will be independent. Dr. Gast 
is a graduate of Wheaton College and 
Princeton Seminary, with a doctorate 
from the University of Edinburgh. 


DEATHS 

C. Herbert Rice, 75, died May 20 in 
Lakeland, Fla., following a sudden illness 
and operation. At his retirement in 1954 
he was head of Forman Christian College, 
Lahore, Pakistan. 

C. Lloyd Arehart, 51, 
Farmville, Va., church, died in a local 
hospital May 26. Dr. Arehart served 
earlier in Charles Town, W. Va., and in 
in other West Virginia pastorates. 


UTS, N. YY. & VA. 
Paul Scherer, retiring as professor of 


pastor of the 
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homiletics at Union Seminary, N. Y., will 
teach next year at Union Seminary in 
Va, 

SUMMER EXCHANGE 

Engaged in the annual British-Ameri- 
can preachers’ interchange, sponsored by 
the respective Councils of Churches this 
summer will be the following: 

From the U. S. A.—Felix B. Gear, Co- 
lumbia Seminary, Decatur, Ga.; Glenn C. 
McGee, Trinity church, Tucson, Ariz. 

From Britain—Harry John Dodd, Sel- 
kirk, Scotland; David R. Easton, Edin- 
burgh, Scotland; Lewis Maclachlan, 
Gravesend, Kent. 


U. S. BOARD 

Martin E. Bratcher, manager of the 
J. C. Penny Co., Decatur, Ga., will be- 
come general manager of the publications 
division of the Presbyterian, U. S., Board 
of Christian Education, succeeding the 
late Cameron D. Deans. 


UPUSA NATIONAL MISSIONS 

Henry S. Randolph head of the UPUSA 
National Missions Town and Country 
Church Department for 22 years will re- 
tire at the end of this year. 

Merlyn A. Chappel, secretary of the 
Division of Missionary Support, will re- 
tire in August after serving on the Na- 
tional Missions staff since 1937. 


UPUSA COEMAR 

Named to posts by the UPUSA Com- 
mission on Ecumenical Mission and Re- 
lations are Mary E. Turrentine of Chi- 
cago, who has been the North Central 
area representative, becoming the com- 
mission's secretary for Women’s Organi- 
zations; and Felicia Sunderlal of India, 
who has begun her work as secretary for 
Women’s Ecumenical Relations. 


INTERRACIAL PASTORATE 

The Presbytery of Philadelphia has 
established its first interracial pastorate 
served by A. Frederick Huish, who left a 
white congregation in West Philadelphia, 
and Walter D. Bowen, a Negro. The 
church is the Tioga United Presbyterian 


Church in North Philadelphia. The 
church is in the neighborhood of the 
Temple University medical center and 
attracts a number of students and staff. 


COLUMBIA SEMINARY 

Dean G. McKee, professor of church 
history and formerly dean and, until this 
year, president of Biblical Seminary, New 
York, will become professor of Biblical 
theology at Columbia Seminary (Ga.) 
effective next year. He is a member of 
New York Presbytery. 

Charles B. Cousar, soon to receive his 
doctorate at the University of Aberdeen, 
has accepted a two-year appointment as 
assistant professor of New Testament 
Greek, with special duties in the regis- 
trar’s office. F. Sidney Anderson, regis- 
trar and director of field work, has been 
made dean of students. 


TRAVEL 

Thomas I. Nalbach, Van Nuys, Calif., is 
exchanging pulpits this summer with 
W. C. B. Smith of Kerry, near Edinburgh, 
Scotland. 


CHAPLAINS 


Alexander L. Lewis, H/H Det, 25th Inf. 
Div. Trains, APO 25, San Francisco, Calif. 

George D. Godfrey, Staff Chaplain’s 
Office, 4082nd STRAT WG., APO 677, 
New York, N. Y. 


Peace College 


Raleigh, North Carolina 
At Peace College education for the 
first and second years of college and 
the last two years of high school is 
pursued in an atmosphere which is 
friendly, informal, traditional, and 
Christian .. . in classes that are 
fairly small and with instruction in 
the hands of trained and experienced 
faculty members. For catalogue or 
information, write 
WILLIAM C. PRESSLY, President 
PEACE COLLEGE 
Raleigh, North Carolina 

















1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1960 


Unites sound scholarship and broad training 


for life with a vital Christian emphasis. 


JOSEPH C. ROBERT, President 


Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 








FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE 


Red Springs, North Carolina 


The 1960 Summer Session 
First Term: 
Second Term: 


The Director of the Summer Session 


Announces 


June 6-July 9 
July 18-August 20 
For Information Write: 








PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division of Consolidated Presbyterian College of Synod of N.C. 


Educational excellence for our 
most valuable asset—our youth. 


Louis C. LaMotte, President 


Maxton, North Carolina 
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